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Presentation of BCA MS survey



Portuguese Presidency Priorities – Agriculture

Particular attention will be paid to increasing food security and to the sustainability of supply 

chains. 

We will also make the most of the contribution of the Farm to Fork Strategy, particularly in the

areas of food safety, animal health and welfare and plant health, seeking to strengthen the plant

protection measures that are substitutes for or complements to chemical control, including the

marketing and use of biological control agents.



Portuguese Presidency – Agriculture / Main Priorities

Biological control agents

RATIONALE

• There is a wide diversity between the Member States in their approaches and the types of regulations they 
apply to the movement, evaluation and release of BCAs

• BCAs know no borders and can disperse beyond the territories where they were deliberately released in 
order to control pests, weeds and invasive alien plants

• Scientific assessment of the possible impacts on biodiversity needs to be made before any introduction of 
BCAs, using standard methodology, including on potential undesirable impacts on non-targeted species, 
ecosystems and biodiversity in general.



Portuguese Presidency – Agriculture / Main Priorities

Biological control agents and Bioprotection

RATIONALE

• Often used in greenhouse production, BCAs have a growing importance in sustainable agriculture and 
forestry, namely in the implementation of integrated pest management and organic farming

• The use of BCAs has been growing, given the greater demand from farmers, green space managers and 
gardeners, who are seeking to reduce their dependence on chemical plant protection products

• Producers of BCAs provide innovative and specific solutions for crop protection. Quality control of BCAs is 
an essential requirement for ensuring their safety and performance



Portuguese Presidency – Agriculture / Main Priorities

Biological control agents

RATIONALE

• International organisations (namely the International Plant Protection Convention and the European and 
Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation), play an important role in developing standards for risk 
analysis and research

• More consistent approach between Member States could facilitate promotion of the deployment of, and 
market access to BCAs, to support investment and innovation in, and to contribute to the safe use of BCAs, 
including where they are needed for quarantine pest control. This will help create opportunities for 
agriculture and forestry production systems and for control of plant pests, while ensuring protection of 
health and of the environment



Main results of the MS survey

Number of answers received:  27 (one MS did not answer  and one MS sent 2 answers from 2 regions) 
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Q1 Is there national legislation in place for the 

experimental and scientific use, import, production 
or release of BCA into the environment?

Yes

No
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Q1 b) If YES, the legislation applies both to 

indigenous and exotic species? 

All uses

Only  exotic

To Both,  same
level of
requirements

To Both, different
level of
requirements
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Q1 e) Does the legislation include the official 

registration and control of biofactories? 

Yes

No
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Q2 Are there specific rules for the import and 

release of phytophagous BCA? 

Yes

No
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Q3 Is there a list of officially 

authorised/registered BCA in your country?

Yes

No
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Q4 Are BCA used in your country for 

quarantine pests or other official plant health 
national programmes?

Yes

No

Examples
Dryocosmus Kuriphilus with Torymus sinensis

Popillia japonica with Heterorhabditis bacteriophora

Trioza erytreae with Tamarixia dryi

Halyomorpha halys with Trissolcus japonicus

National programme of control measures against Tuta absoluta Meyrick

Cryptolaemus montrouzieri is used in CZ against mealybugs and aphids 

in the greenhouses

Macrolophus spp. is used in CR against whiteflies in the greenhouses

Authorisations are granted for parasitoids and predators (Encarsia

formosa, Eretmocerus eremicus, Amblydromalus limonicus, Amblyseius

swirskii…) of the whitefly Bemisia tabaci, a potential vector of the

Tomato Yellow Leaf Curl Virus (TYLCV) and the Tomato Leaf Curl New 

Delhi Virus (ToLCNDV). 

Application of Insect Ophraella communa against ragweed (Ambrosia 

artemisifolia)  (only experimental)

A bud-galling wasp Trichilogaster acaciaelongifoliae for the control of 
the invasive alien plant Acacia longifolia is use in Portugal

Etc. 
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Q5 Does the competent authority in your 

country promote the exchange of information on 
import requests and BCA releases with 

neighbouring countries?

Yes, all cases

Yes, only in some
cases

No

2
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Q6 Is a Quality Assurance for the production of 

BCA applied by biofactories on a voluntary 
basis? 

Yes

No

Dont Know
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Q7 Do you consider it important to have harmonisation at EU level for the 

criteria to be applied on imports and or release of BCA in particular for 
phytophagous BCA?

Yes, for all BCA

Yes, only for phytophagous
BCA

No
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Q8 Do you consider that an EU definition of 

bioprotection including BCA is needed in order to  
encourage adoption of bioprotection by farmers, 

and reduced the use of pesticides?

Yes

No

Don’t know
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Q9 In your national CAP and/or sustainable 

use of pesticides national plan, specific 
measures are included to encourage the 

adoption of bioprotection including BCA by 
farmers?

Yes

No



«In Hungary we have national legislation (ministerial decree 89/2004 FVM  
supplement 9) for authorization of products linked to plant protection but not 
considered to be plant protection product in the meaning of 1107/2009 EC 
regulation. These products are the so called notPPPs»

«Keeping in mind the recent entry into force of the new plant health directive, it 
seems logical to 1) harmonize and 2) periodically (re) evaluate the admission 
process and the (quality) criteria that are used for BCA… »

«Finland supports the harmonization of BCA legislation in the area of acceptance 
of the species to avoid duplication of the risk assessment work. EPPO's standards 
would provide a good scientific base for this possible new legislation.»

«While further harmonization and standardization in the evaluation criteria for 
the import and release of BCA across EU may be possible, these should be 
realized within the existing EPPO/IOBC frameworks.»

«The authorization process of BCA should be additionally simplified and 
encouraged. There should be no specific movement registrations for BCA 
produced and used in any MS over the EU.»

«We deem it necessary to apply at EU level a specific regulation for BCA in 
compliance with the International Standards.»

«Since 2014, FR develops a regulatory framework that supports the development 
of “biocontrol” agents/PPPs provided they are of low concern. This concept is now 
well recognised at national level. In November 2020, FR has published a national 
strategy to promote the innovation in the field of biocontrol and to ease its use by 
farmers. FR is available to share with other MS its experience»

«Farmers are encouraged to use BCAs for particular insect protection like Tuta
absoluta, etc and producer organisations are supported for the use of BCAs 
under Reg.(EU)1308/2013.»

Q10 Please give your comments or suggestions

Etc.
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Biological control agents

Timetable :

• January – survey  to MS 

• February 12 – first presentation at Working Party of Chief Plant Health Officers (COPHS)

• March - AGRIFISH Council debate

• April 28- Conference on Biological Control in Lisbon

• June – AGRIFISH Council  - Council Decision 



CORVO Island (Azores archipelago)

The most western region of the EU

Our AGRICULTURE
A common strategy
Different realities
New options and solutions



THANK YOU

FOR YOUR ATTENTION
PORTUGUESE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

https://www.2021portugal.eu/pt/


