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1. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION

➢Royal Decree 951/2014, of

November 14, which regulates the

commercialization of certain means of

phytosanitary defense.

➢Spanish plant health Law

43/2002, of November 20, on plant health.
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2. TYPES OF OMDF PRODUCTS AND OMDF REGISTRY(I)
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https://www.mapa.gob.es/app/omdfocb/default.aspx

2. TYPES OF OMDF PRODUCTS AND OMDF REGISTRY(lV)

OMDF REGISTRY PUBLIC CONSULTATION 



BCAs APPROVED IN THE OMDF REGISTRY
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OMDF TYPE NUMBER OF APPROVED 
PRODUCTS

NUMBER OF
ORGANISMS 

INDIGENOUS BCA 552 ≈ 70

NON-INDIGENOUS BCA 27 7

NON-INDIGENOUS BCA TRIAL 17 8

3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT  EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (I)



RELEVANT EXAMPLES OF BIOLOGICAL 
CONTROL IN SPAIN
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Tamarixia dryi Trioza erytreae

Torymus sinensis Dryocosmus kuriphilus

Horticultural crops

greenhouses

Biological control 

with different BCAs
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Trioza erytreae: African citrus psyllid, HLB vector 

3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT  EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (III)

• 2002. Detection in Spain, in the Canary Islands (Tenerife, La Palma y La Gomera)

• 2014. Detection in continental Spain, in Galicia 

• 2020. Detection in Asturias, Cantabria and País Vasco

Situation in 2020
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3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT  EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (IV)

Damage:

•Deformed shoots

•Vector of the

Huanglongbing

bacteria, HLB or

citrus greening

(Absent in the EU)

Guía GIP cítricos

Non-indigenous BCA, south-saharian parasitoid
↓

Import authorization and behavioural study
↓

2017 authorization for breeding in captivity
Canary Islands institute of Agricultural Research (ICIA) in cooperation

with its Valencia counterpart (IVIA) 
↓

2018 authorization for controlled release in the Canary

Islands
currently, it is difficult to detect T. eytreae in the Canary Islands

↓

2019 and 2020 authorization for release in Galicia
↓

Commercialization authorization

http://gipcitricos.ivia.es

Tamarixia dryi Trioza erytreae

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/agricultura/temas/sanidad-vegetal/GUIACITRICOS_tcm30-57942.pdf
http://gipcitricos.ivia.es/
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3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT  EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (V)
Tamarixia dryi Trioza erytreae

2020. Since its release, it has naturally

spread throughout all the Canary Islands

In Galicia, over 3 km spread in scarcely

two months. Parasitism levels over 75%, 

high specificity.



Cataluña 2012

Cantabria 

2013

Andalucía 2014

Galicia 2014

Asturias 

2014

Navarra 

2013
P. Vasco 2013

Cast. y León 

2015

Extremadura 

2018

La Rioja 2017
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Dryocosmus kuriphilus: Chestnut gall wasp

3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT  EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (VI)

• 2002. Detected in Europe 

(Italy)

• 2012. First detection in 

Spain (Catalonia).

• 2013-2018. Spread into the 

rest of the autonomous 

communities with important 

chestnut populations.

• Chemical treatment: Little 

efficiency (due to gall 

protection) + treatment 

environmental  risk in forest 

areas, biological control is 

the only alternative.
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3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT  EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (VII)

Damage:

•Galls forming in 

shoots

•Diminished 

flowering and 

fructification

•Affects chestnut 

survival under 

heavy attacks

Tragsamedia

2015 BCA registration request by Andalusia and Galicia
↓

2015. Scientific committee:

Ecological balance disturbance? 

Native chestnut-related species parasitization

assessment. 

Risk of hybridization with native parasitoids

assessment

2015-2019. Authorization for breeding in captivity
↓

2015-2019.  Authorization for controlled releases
↓

2019. Authorization for commercialization

Torymus sinensis Dryocosmus kuriphilus
https://www.flickr.com

https://commons.wikimedia.org

Parasitized

larva 

http://tragsamedia.tragsa.es/fotoweb/Grid.fwx#Preview49
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pierrotgrand/26534136201/in/photostream/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Parasito%C3%AFd_of_Dryocosmus_kuriphilus_(31299546544).jpg
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3. REGISTRY FIGURES AND RELEVANT EXAMPLES OF 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL IN SPAIN (XI)

Conclusions

Biological control is an essential tool for Integrated Pest management

In many cases, it is not just the best solution, it is also the only one available.

It is a tool that provides an unquestionable environmental benefits not only due to the 

reduction of the number of phytosanitary products, but also due to the obligation to 

use compatible products and therefore less generalist and with low impact.

In the case of exotic biological control organisms, it is essential to follow the 

procedures laid down to ensure that the organism is specific to the pest to be 

controlled and does not have any other negative effects.

Although its use is increasingly widespread, it is necessary to continue promoting both 

the research of new tools and the dissemination of existing ones




